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Landmark
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“Perhaps the greatest and most exciting British archival
innovation in decades... This is a fascinating and a fantastic
collection and ought to be the staple ingredient for all histories
of the Second World War from now on.’

Professor Michael Goodman
Professor of Intelligence and International Affairs,
King’s College London
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What is it?
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1t is issued for the personal use of

The circulation of this paper has been strictly limited.
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Exclusive, previously unseen content from the
UK National Archives

Critical materials that will excite students

Nine file series containing British government
secret intelligence and foreign policy files

4,500 files. 16,838 documents. 147,600 pages
Highly international

Focus on WW2 & the Cold War, some content
from Korea and Spanish Civil War

https://coherentdigital.net



3-Tiered Insight into World History

Joint Intelligence Sub-Committee
Government directed intelligence policy and foreign
policy based on intelligence gathered by the services

FO1093 (‘PUSD’) and CAB 301
MI6 intelligence files on individual events, subjects and issues

HW1
Intercepted, decoded Axis signals

HW 1/308, Signals
Intelligence Passed to the
Prime Minister, 8 December
1941

https://coherentdigital.net



Departmental Relevance 1=

20t Century History

Politics — Domestic and International
International relations & foreign policy
Intelligence & espionage

Security & policing

Media, culture & propaganda

Economics & trade

Propaganda, Censorship and Psychological
Warfare

Signals Intelligence and Code-breaking
Technology and Nuclear Warfare

https://coherentdigital.net



Global Coverage

CAB 301/97, Secret Funds for Baghdad
1941-1946

Number of documents by region

Europe
Mediterranean
East Asia
Africa

Middle East
North America
Atlantic

South Asia
Pacific

Latin America
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Document Types

» Correspondence
 Directives

* Financial Records
* Maps

* Meeting Minutes
 Memoranda

« Reports

« Signals Intelligence
* Miscellany




Learning and research tools fiees
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Seminar Topics
THE RUSSIAN FRONT

Aims- To introduce students to the process of working with primary sources by setting a selection of
documents as required reading for a seminar. To to il the origins and purpose of
primary source documents. To explore how primary sources inform our understanding of historical events.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

* What motivations lay behind Germany’s decision to invade Russia in 19417
* What successes did Germany achieve in Russia? What mistakes did Germany make?

* What disadvantages did Russia face? What were her advantages?
i bsequent fighting proceed? Why did the invasion fail?

o mary Source Read g

How did the invasio

e H
¢ Hc  Aims- To include primary sources with regular weekly reading assignments.
To build familiarity with the process of analyzing primary sources.
m To improve critical thinking skills and analytical techniques.
To gt d to make i indivi di and larger historice
Drawil
ean Spies and Spycraft

The ‘Noulens Case’: An investigation into the Arrest of ‘Hilaire Noulens' (Aka Jakob Rudnik), Communist Activity in f
1. Se and Exposure of Spy Ring; Report by Valentine Vivian, Head of Section V, Secret Intelligence Service. FO 1093/92.

Ce 1932. http://www.secretintelligencefiles.com/Content/swwf.fo1093/0092/002/001

Terrorism

Reports of Possible Attack on British Embassy in Constantinople by Turkish Anarchist. FO 1093/123. 31 March 19

December 1911. http://www.secretintelligencefiles.com/Content/swwf.fo1093/0123/002

Appeasement
Foreign Armaments. Report by the Joint Intelligence Sub-Committee. CAB 56/2. 16 February 1937.
http://www.secretintelligencefiles.com/Content/swwf.cab56/0002/028/001

Spanish Civil War

Spain: Intelligence Regarding Air Warfare. Note by the Secretary Covering a Report by the Home Office, Air Raid Pri

Department. 6 May 1937. http://www.secretintelligencefiles.com/Content/swwf.cab56/0002/035/001

Minutes of the 4th Meeting of the Sub-Committee on Air-Warfare in Spain. 2 March 1938.
http://www.secretintelligencefiles.com/Content/swwf.cab56/0005/006/001

Research Tools

* In-depth subject indexing
* Table-of-contents for each file
* Glossary of key government people

Organizational directory

Learning Tools

* Subject essays

* Lesson plans

* Reading lists and document-based questions

https://coherentdigital.net



Highlight: FO 1093 Foreign Office Permanent Under-
Secretary’s Dept 1873-1985

THE| |
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Files on intelligence, military operations, foreign policy, and defence
concerns, in which information was gathered by covert means.

» Details of U.K.- Soviet wartime relations. Includes an account of
Churchill’'s Moscow meeting with Stalin.

= Discussion of proposed assassination targets ahead of Operation
Overlord.

= Defection to Canada of a Soviet agent, who revealed information
on a Soviet spying network in North America.

= Papers relating to the wartime imprisonment of Rudolf Hess.

= Fortnightly summaries of Soviet intentions — codenamed “Crystal
Gazer” — prepared by the Russia Committee.

FO 1093 /292: Assassination
Priorities for OVERLORD, 15
April 1944

https://coherentdigital.net 9



Highlight: CAB 81 War Cabinet and Cabinet: Committees and Sub-committees of
the Chiefs of Staff Committee: Minutes and Papers, 1939-1947

e T Covers a diverse range of intelligence, strategic, and
The circulation of this paper has been strictly limited. . .

t is issued for the pers:n:l use of ... s ru\i ..... / forelgn pOIICy matters throughOUt WW2

oo : e = Key turning-points of the war, such as the Battle of

Britain and D-Day.

= Analyses of Germany’s strategic intentions, including
predictions of the likelihood of German invasions of the

L. C. (45) 260 (0)

B suousr o U.K. and the U.S.S.R.
CATS O STATL OUNAIT.s = The war in Asia, including analyses of Japan’s strategy in
i g R : China and the Pacific, and the treatment of prisoners-of-
GURDEUTONS T JAPAR - SUM AL SR SUY. 1645 war by the Japanese.
b i s e s tais : = Assessments of enemy weapons development, including

German long range rockets and other secret weapons.

3 _'L‘he anncxed suimery for July 1945, preoared in

;he foreiyn Uffice before the Japancse surie der, 1s
@irculate: for information as showing the pre-surrender
Bituation in Japan.

(Signed) o.J. KING-SALT.R.
fices o: the Cabinet and
finister of Defence, S.u. 1.

PEND AUGUST, 1945.

CAB 81/130:Conditions in Japan - Summary for July, 1945

https://coherentdigital.net 10



Highlight: Signals Intelligence Passed to Churchill 1940 —1945
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CAB 176/8, Hitler's Will, 28 December
1945

Thousands of signals intelligence reports issued by the
Government Code and Cypher School and sent by MI6 to
Winston Churchill with associated correspondence and
annotations.

* Detailed army and air force intelligence across all areas
of operation, including the Eastern Front, North Africa,
and the Normandy campaign.

* Intercepted diplomatic telegrams, including Japanese

communications on strategy and Japan’s relations with
her Axis allies.

* Naval intelligence on enemy and neutral shipping
activity.

https://coherentdigital.net
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Highlights

®* Soviet and communist espionage activities and
networks in Asia, Europe and North America

® Free and Vichy French leaders and relations
® Prisoners, imprisonment, and war crimes
®* Opposition movements and assassination plots

®* Interrogation files and personal correspondence of
Rudolf Hess, including at Spandau

® Intelligence failures, such as the ‘Venlo Incident’, and
the arrest of Dudley Clarke

https://coherentdigital.net 12
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B Secret Files from
sl World Wars to Cold War

Secret intelligence
and foreign policy files: 1873-1953 &

7 :

"Fewresoun:escanbeolgreaterusetovmswdento'zo"‘centutyhistorythanelsyaccestotheoﬂgmal
documentary evidence of how Britain's foreign policy was shaped by secret intelligence.”
ees, Lentre jo PCUrity and inteitigence stuaies, Niversity oj buckingnam

Currently available on the
T&F platform

Migration to the Commons
Platform by Sept 2022

New tools include

* Links to open content

« Ability to upload content
* Improved performance
 Modern design

https://coherentdigital.net
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Editorial Board
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* Gill Bennett, OBE, Foreign and Commonwealth Office, London

* Professor Anthony Glees, University of Buckingham

* Professor Michael Goodman, King’s College London

* Professor Matthew Jones, London School of Economics and Political Science
* Dr Michael Morgan, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill

®* Professor Denis Smyth, University of Toronto

https://coherentdigital.net
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Praise

¥
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“Some of the most valuable files from the British official archive on
intelligence, defence and foreign policy... From students at many different
levels working on their projects, to academic researchers with a specialist
interest, there is an Aladdin’s cave of secret history to be found here.”

Professor Matthew Jones,
London School of Economics

“Secret intelligence has long been regarded as the ‘missing dimension’ of
international relations. However, thanks to the Secret Files from World Wars
to Cold War, Britain’s spies, security agents, codebreakers and
deceptioneers are no longer missing in action. “

Professor Denis Smyth,
University of Toronto

https://coherentdigital.net
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Appendix — Additional Highlights

https://coherentdigital.net



CAB 56 Joint Intelligence Sub-Committee Minutes and
Memoranda, 1936 —1939 ;

—
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Key moments in WWII, including D-Day

Anglo-American cooperation

Civilian morale in Axis nations

The War in Asia, Japanese war strategy, and Japanese war crimes

Assessing enemy weapons development, including chemical weapons and nuclear
weapons

Preparations for possible war with Soviet Russia

The Middle East, Partition of Palestine and establishment of Israel

https://coherentdigital.net
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CAB 159 Ministry of Defence and Cabinet Office 1947-1968

A series of Joint Intelligence Sub-Committee (JIC) meeting minutes, providing insight
into Britain’s intelligence, military, and foreign policy concerns in the early Cold
War.

* Predictions of Soviet military and political intentions and analyses of the likelihood
of war in the near future.

* Scientific intelligence, including intelligence on atomic energy, atomic weapons,
and biological warfare.

* The Chinese Civil War, the Korean War, and the rise of communism in East Asia,
and implications for U.K. and U.S. security and policy.

* Defectors and deserters from the U.S.S.R. and their exploitation for intelligence.

https://coherentdigital.net 18



CAB 163 War Cabinet, Ministry of Defence 1939 —1985
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A miscellaneous collection of papers that allow for an analysis of case-studies
of operations, events, and intelligence concerns during and after the Second
World War.

= Papers on security and intelligence planning and threats relating to Operation
Torch, the Allied plan to invade French North Africa.

= Churchill’'s miscellaneous correspondence, covering a diverse range of topics,
including enemy agents in the U.K., German troop morale, and communications
between Churchill, Stalin, and Roosevelt.

= Sir Douglas Evill's 1947 report on the U.K.’s intelligence services.

https://coherentdigital.net
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CAB 176 War Cabinet, Ministry of Defence and Cabinet Office 1942-1957

A series of Joint Intelligence Sub-Committee (JIC) and working party reports and
intelligence assessments, circulated to JIC members as Secretariat minutes. The
reports cover a range of intelligence, strategy, and foreign policy topics.

= Diplomacy and international intelligence cooperation during the Second World
War

* [Intelligence gathering in and reports on countries around the world,
= Scientific intelligence, including German secret weapons and atomic energy.

= Hitler's will and political testament with British intelligence evaluations and an
account of their capture

* Prisoners of war, including the interrogation of prisoners in the U.K. and Germany

https://coherentdigital.net 20
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CAB 301 Cabinet Office: Cabinet Secretary’s Miscellaneous Papers, 1936 —1952

Confidential papers on intelligence matters originating from the Private Office of the Cabinet
Secretary. The papers relate to the organisation, role, and funding of the intelligence services, as
well as signals intelligence and code-breaking.

* The funding of MI5 and MI6 activities, including operations, interrogation, and bribery.
These provide case studies of intelligence operations, including the bribery of politicians in the
Second World War, and the financing of escape routes for Allied prisoners of war.

* The organisation and responsibilities of British intelligence. Includes Sir David Petrie’s
1941 report on the inefficiency of MI5, and Sir Norman Brook’s 1951 enquiry into MI5 and
MIG.

* Commonwealth defence and the security of British missions overseas.

* The Special Operations Executive, including reviews of their activities across Europe and
Africa and arrangements for funding their operations.

https://coherentdigital.net 21



Links to File Details

« CAB 56
- CAB 81

- CAB 158
« CAB 159
« CAB 163
- CAB 176
« CAB 301
« FO 1093
« HW1

https://coherentdigital.net


http://www.secretintelligencefiles.com/The-Collection/Series-Descriptions/CAB-56
http://www.secretintelligencefiles.com/The-Collection/Series-Descriptions/CAB-81
http://www.secretintelligencefiles.com/The-Collection/Series-Descriptions/CAB-158
http://www.secretintelligencefiles.com/The-Collection/Series-Descriptions/CAB-159
http://www.secretintelligencefiles.com/The-Collection/Series-Descriptions/CAB-163
http://www.secretintelligencefiles.com/The-Collection/Series-Descriptions/CAB-176
http://www.secretintelligencefiles.com/The-Collection/Series-Descriptions/CAB-301
http://www.secretintelligencefiles.com/The-Collection/Series-Descriptions/FO-1093
http://www.secretintelligencefiles.com/The-Collection/Series-Descriptions/HW-1

