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• The definitive file for studying the Cold War - provides the missing 
Eastern perspective

• 1.4m pages of declassified, exclusive, previously undigitized files 
sent to the UK Foreign Office from embassies, covert contacts, and 
other sources from 1946-1982

• More comprehensive (spans all regions, and almost the whole war)
• More accessible (summaries, reports and 80%+ in English)
• Largely unresearched (some files only declassified in 2015)
• Series FO 731, FCO 28, FCO 33, 

• Renewed interest in the light of contemporary events

What is it?
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Broad themes

· Border Security and Migration
· Dissent, Resistance, and Human Rights
· Domestic Politics
· Economics and Trade
· Embassy and Consulate Administration
· Industry and Agriculture
· International Relations
· Media and Culture

· Military
· Populations and Social Policy
· Religion
· Science and Technology
· Second World War Aftermath
· Secret Intelligence and Espionage
· Sport, Leisure, and Tourism
· Youth and Education
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Types of content
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Global coverage

63% of files 
mention the USA

26% of files 
mention Canada

10k pages on the 
Cuban Missile Crisis

Josep Tito’s visit to 
La Paz

20% of files 
mention Japan

36% of files 
mention China

Soviet efforts on 
Rhodesia

4k pages on the 
6-day war

Policy on emigrants 
to Australia

14% of files 
mention Korea

Soviet intentions in 
Indo-China

Communist response to 
Falkland Islands Crisis

25% of files 
mention India
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Key events

• The Berlin Wall: construction and escape attempts
• Yuri Gagarin orbits the earth
• The Sino-Soviet Split
• Detonation of the “Tsar Bomba”
• Kennedy’s “Ich bin ein Berliner” speech
• The 1963 Partial Test Ban Treaty
• Replacement of Nikita Khrushchev by Leonid Brezhnev as 

Soviet leader
• Soviet economic reform of 1965
• Visits by Lyndon Johnson, Charles de Gaulle and Harold 

Macmillan to the Soviet Union
FO 371/169171, 1960 Reactions from 
Berliners to JFK’s speech 
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• The death of Stalin
• The 1953 Balkan Pact
• East Germany Uprising
• The execution of Lavrentiy Beria
• “Big Four” power summits
• The Foundation of the Warsaw Pact
• Nikita Khrushchev’s “Secret Speech”
• The Hungarian Revolution
• Polish October
• The U2 spy-plane incident

Key events

FO 371/151626: November 1960 – secret report on covert conversations 
about the Hungarian uprising
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• Khrushchev’s demand for an apology from 
Eisenhower for the CIA’s U-2 spy plane flight over 
the U.S.S.R.

• “A provocative act is known to have been committed 
recently with regard to the Soviet Union by the 
American Air Force.”

• The “treacherous nature” of U.S. spy plane missions 
“is incompatible with the elementary requirements of 
the maintenance of normal relations between states 
in time of peace, not to speak of it being in gross 
contradiction with the task of lessening international 
tensions”.

Insights into pivotal moments of history

FO 371/153765: Summit Meeting between US, UK, 
France and Soviet Union Paris, 14-19 May 1960
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Research Tools
• In-depth subject indexing
• Table-of-contents for each file with detailed abstract.
• Glossary of key government people
• Organizational directory

Learning Tools
• Video introductions
• Subject essays
• Lesson plans 
• Reading lists and document-based questions

Learning and research tools
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“A truly indispensable resource for…studying the history of Eastern 
Europe, Communism and the Cold War. The high quality of British 
diplomatic reporting… will immensely enhance comparative 
research of the Soviet Bloc countries’ history.”

Professor Csaba Békés, Centre for Social Sciences, Institute for 
Political Science, Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Budapest

Sample customers

Value for all research institutions
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• Mark Allinson, University of Bristol

• Csaba Békés, Centre for Social Sciences, Institute for 
Political Science, Hungarian Academy of Sciences

• Peter Bugge, Aarhus University
• Melissa Feinberg, Rutgers University
• Matthew Jones, London School of Economics and 

Political Sciences
• Paweł Machcewicz, Polish Academy of Sciences
• Kristin Roth-Ey, School of Slavonic and East European 

Studies, University College London
• Balazs Szalontai, Korea University, Sejong Campus
• Stephen Twigge, Head of Modern Collections, The 

National Archives

Editorial Board
"This crucial resource provides detailed 
insight into the internal workings of the 
communist world and to the dynamic of the 
Cold War... a wealth of key primary materials 
which will enrich research work in history, 
politics and related disciplines and…support 
student-led learning in higher education." –
Mark Allinson, University of Bristol

“This fascinating collection is an extraordinary 
resource for researchers interested in socialist 
Eastern Europe. It offers insight into a wide 
array of topics from the 1950s through the 
1980s, including trade and economic 
development, internal politics, foreign affairs, 
human rights and dissident movements.” –
Melissa Feinberg, Rutgers University
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Software features

• Currently available on the Taylor & 
Francis platform

• Migration to the Commons Platform by 
Sept 2022

• New tools include
• Improved performance
• Modernized design
• Undergraduate level
• Advanced search operators 
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• Foreign Office file series FO 371, the most frequently consulted file series at the archives. 
(Foreign Office: Political Departments: General Correspondence from 1906-1966) includes the 
files of the FO’s Northern, Southern, Central, and Western Departments, responsible for reporting 
on the socialist states of Eastern Europe. 

• FCO 28 (Foreign Office and Foreign and Commonwealth Office: Northern Department and East 
European and Soviet Department) contains the files detailing U.K. political and economic 
relations with the Soviet Union and the Baltic States, Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria, Hungary, 
Romania, Poland, Albania and Yugoslavia. 

• FCO 33 (Foreign Office: Western Department and Foreign and Commonwealth Office: Western 
European Department) contains files of the Western Department of the Foreign Office relevant to 
U.K. relations with East Germany between January 1967 and October 1968, and the Western 
European Department of the Foreign and Commonwealth Office dealing with East Germany from 
1968 onwards. 

Materials from


